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Introduction 
IDEA Commons is identified in the Jordan Valley and Jordan Valley Park 
Concept Plan and Design Guidelines as a sub-district within Jordan Valley, which 
encompasses approximately 88 acres.  It is an initiative that was originated by 
Missouri State University to redevelop a portion of Springfield’s Center City 
into a new type of urban research park that will be blended by a variety of 
land uses and supported by various University programs with the Roy Blunt 
Jordan Valley Innovation Center as its focal point.  The purpose of this plan is 
to establish a new direction for future planning and development in support of 
IDEA Commons. 

The background information used to prepare this plan is contained in the IDEA 
Commons Background Report, Copies of which are available at the City of 
Springfield Department of Planning and Development and online at: 
http://www.springfieldmo.gov/jvp/idea.html. 
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Goal 
Create a vibrant mixed-use community that is a model for innovative and 
sustainable development; complements Missouri State University’s initiative 
to expand opportunities for business development and commercialization; 
and supports the vision for Jordan Valley. 

 Upgrade public infrastructure to provide complete streets; adequate 
water and sewer service; storm water facilities; and public open space 
and other amenities. 
  Develop a plan for infrastructure improvements that is coordinated 

with all service providers and private development projects. 
 Encourage innovative public/private storm water management strategies 

that maximize private land development intensities. 
  Work with the US Army Corps of Engineers to complete the Jordan 

Creek Watershed Feasibility Study and secure funding to implement the 
study recommendations. 

  Allow for the use of innovative on-site, storm water management 
strategies and best practices, such as: green roofs, cisterns, 
permeable paving and rain barrels. 

  Develop regional solutions for storm water detention. 
 Encourage high-performance building design. 

  Provide incentives for developments built to LEED and other high-
performance building standards. 

Objectives 
 Reduce or eliminate economic barriers to encourage private investment 

and redevelopment of the district. 
  Continue programs to clean up environmental contamination in the 

district. 
  Provide public economic development incentives to maximize 

appropriate private investment in the IDEA Commons. 
 Encourage development of a mixed-use community with active streets, 

transportation choice and economic vitality.  
  Explore the possibility of adopting a form-based code overlay 

zoning district for IDEA Commons. 
  Encourage construction of at least 1,000 additional residential units 

in IDEA Commons that will accommodate residents from a wide range 
of economic levels, household sizes, and age groups. 

  Improve intersections on Chestnut Expressway to provide for 
pedestrian and bicycle safety. 

  Adopt context-sensitive street design standards and apply those 
standards to streets in and adjoining IDEA Commons. 

  Encourage the preservation and adaptive reuse of historic buildings 
in a manner that preserves historic materials and character-
defining features. 

  Work with affected property owners, BNSF Railways, the Federal 
Railroad Administration, and other agencies to implement the 
recommendations of the 2006 Railroad Reconfiguration and Grade 
Separation Study. 

  Improve rail safety and preserve the rail corridor for alternative 
transportation uses if rail service is suspended in the future. 

 Create an identity for IDEA Commons. 
  Incorporate gateway features into public improvements at major 

entrances into the district. 
  Develop standards to encourage complementary, high-quality 

construction in new development.  
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